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from the start; but the Home Government intervened, and the
new colony was with difficulty saved from financial collapse by
Sir George Grey, who became Governor in 1841. Nevertheless,
within a few years 16,000 settlers were successfully " planted "
under Wakefield's scheme.
The British Government now abolished transportation for
crime, replacing it by a system of penal servitude in convict
prisons. As soon as this check had been removed, Australia
began to develop at an amazing pace. In 1833, for instance,
the population of New South Wales was only 60,000, of whom
nearly half were convicts, but in 1850 it was 265,000, of whom
less than i per cent, were convicts. The way was now open for
responsible self-government, and in 1850 Lord John Russell
carried a Bill empowering the three colonies to frame their own
Constitutions, including their own trade regulations. There
were to be no " tea-parties " in Sydney harbour ! Meanwhile
Victoria had been settled by people from New South Wales,
and the discovery of gold there in 1851 caused the population
to be trebled within a few years.
§ 300. early days in new zealand.—An even fairer field
for Wakefield's activities was offered by New Zealand, where the
climate and soil more closely resembled those of Great Britain.
Here the problems of settlement were complicated by the exist-
ence of a vigorous, intelligent, and adaptable native race.
Christian missionaries already at work among them were most
anxious to preserve their converts from debasing contact with
other white men ; and in this they were strongly supported by
Lord Glenelg, the Colonial Secretary, an evangelical Church-
man, who felt that Britain ought to act as trustee for civilisation
towards these " backward races." Despite the Government's
refusal to help in any way, Wakefield contrived to organise a
" New Zealand Company," and in 1839 sent out a pioneer
party under his brother, Charles Wakefield. Unfortunately the
settlers got into conflict both with the missionaries and with the
natives over the Maori system by which land is owned not by

